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Farly Presbyterianism in America

CHURCH TO MARK 2
OF FOUNDING ON

S0TH ANNIVERSARY
EASTERN SHORE

by

CHARLES D.

THE first Presbyterian minister definitely
known to have come to America under segu-
lar appointment by presbytery and commis-
sioned with authority to cstablish churches
was Francis Makemie, And it was to the
southern section of the Maryland Eastern
Shore that he originally came, nmvmg in the
year 1683,

Here. in what was then Somersct munty

OLD REHOBOTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH b
Built in 1706, it is believed the oldest edifice of the denomination in America -«

(whose territory included all of the three
presztt counties of Somerset, Worcester and
Wicomico), he proceeded at once to organize
along strictly Presbyterian lincs at least three
cengregations of Dissenters (composed, no
doubt, principally of setilers of original Pres-
byterian persuasion) which he found already
inn existence—onc being located at Rehoboth,
on (he west bank af the Pacotmeke river, a
fow miles from its mouth; one at Snow Hill
and onc at the head of the Mangkin river,
where now stands the town of Princess Anne.
All of these organizations still exist, with
active congregations,

It is believed also that in this same year
two other chureh organizations were effected,
one at Pitt’s Creek, which was the fore-
Tunner of the present Presbylerian Church
at Pocomoke City, and the other on the
‘Wicontice, the mother church of the present
<ongregation at Salisbury.

A5 FRANCIS MAKEMIE was himself the leading
=pirit in the assembling of the first presbytery
in America, whith was organized in 1705 or
1706, and as the Makemie churches of the
sauthern Eastern Shore of Maryland became
chatter members of that preshytéry and
formed a large portien of its constituency,
vnrtu'llly ail historians .'Agrce in dalmg the
‘ 3

HOLLAND

the Northern and Southemn Churches officially
cobperating, will gather—October 4—in the
“Makemieland” of this State’s Eastern Shore
for a celebration of the twe hundred and fif-
tieth year of their clxurcix's corporate devel
opment.

‘The celebration will take the form of a pil-
grimage among the five churches first organ-
ized by Makemie. A visit will alse be made

o the grave of Makemie, Jocated on what
was his own home planiation just across the
Maryland linc, in Accomac county, Virginia—
addresses being made at various of these
points by outstanding leaders of hoth the
Northern and Southern bodies of the de-
nomination.
e

70 54, however, that organized Presbyterian-
jsm in America had its beginning with the
coming of Makemic is not to be interpreted
as meaning that until his arrival there was
no appreciable number of Presbyterians in
America, nor even that, until his own organ-
izations had been formed, there were no con-
gregaticas of Presbyterian worshipers.to be
found. Makemie ’s work of integration, which
was finally to develop into the present wide- -
flung  organization of the Presbyterian
churches, was done only with material which
he found at hand in ample quantity, and upon.
foundations which had already been laid in
all the colonfes, |
Even in Maryland many Presbyterians were

evidently among the inhabitants as early as
1649, When, in Lhat year, the Act of Re-
ligious Toleration was passed by the Pro-
vincial Assembly, P:nshytemns Were one
of the religious sccts against which gny lkind
of

o re:
this continent from the year o( Makemms
arrival in America.

On this same ground alse most hidiorians
concede to the Makemic churches the right
of being regarded the first Presbyterian
churches in América certainly known to have
been constituted according to strict Presby-
terian principles of government. Thus Mary-
Iand, within whose bounds many other Chris-
tian denominations of this country had their
foundation, was the cradle also of the organi-
zation of the Preshyterian Church in the
western world as we know it today.

On the basis of these historical facts, Pres-
hyterians from many parts of the United
States, with the General Assemblies of both

rematks were specifically for-
bidden,

Lord Baltimore also, in a paper which he
read in London beforc the Lords of Trade
and Plantations on July 19, 1677, mentions
“Presbylemns” (among other dcnnmmn-

tions) who maintained by voluntary contribu-
tions for worship di
to their persuasion.”

Al

THE PRESPYTERIANS of England, Scotland
and Ircland, along with the Englisk Inde-
pendent Puritans (a large proportion of
‘whom were Congregationalists), had felt the
heaviest blows of persecution under the Sty-
art monarchs, From the very beginning of
the solonization of America many of them

had sought refuge and religious freedom in
the New World.

It is o matter of record that, during the
fest forly years or so of the Virginia colony’s
development, many of the settlers were Puri-
tans, including several ministers, And as the
term “Paritan™ was applied frecly to both
independents and Presbyterians, it is quite
likely that some of this number were Pres-
byterians,

Likewise, there is every indication that
many who held the Presbylerian viewpoint
as to doctrine and church polity were among
the first colonists who came 20 the shores of
New England. Indeed, the Rey., John Robin-
son, who had been the devoted pastor of the
little band of pilgrims who came over in the
Mayflower, was originally a Presbyterian and

claimed that his organization at Leyden cona
formed to the rule of the French Presby-
terian Church.
£

ANOTHER strong Presbyterian element was in~
troduced into the New England section only
a feéw years after the arrival of the first Pila
grim fathers when, under the encouragement
of “the Preshyterian leaders jn the south of
England and also in Londnn,” the fuund\ng of
a Pmshyt!uan colony in the Cape de Tegion

ts Bay was und Pat-
tnn, in “A History of the Dlresbyterian
Church,” says: “The first installment of col-
onists [for this enterprise] came in 1625, but
the perfect organization did not. take place
till 1629, after a second and quite a large
company of immigrants artived, when a Pres-
byterian thurch was fully” constituted.”

But New England very early became pre-
dominantly Congregationalist, and strict Pres-
byterianism soon became submerged under
the preponderating influence of the larger
church’s “independent” system, Even the
strongly Presbyterian character of the early
chur% at Plymouth was from the first con-
siderably modificd by the presence and zeal
of many independents in the congregation.

S

NEAR THE »10pLE of (ke seventeenth century,
many mdcpendcnts logether with some of
the Presby who cling more

America in 1630 and had labored originally at
Watertown, Mass, Being opposed by cerfain
Congmguimnnlmts because of his Treshyte-
rianism, he removed first to Connecticut, and |
about 1644—followed by a large number of
his congregation—he moved again to Hemp-
stead, L. I, where he established a Pmshy-
terian chm-ch which survives today in the
Christ Presbyterian Church of that place.
£

ON THIS ACCOUNT priority has been claimed
for the Hemptscad church as the first organ-
ized Presbytecian. church in America, Whi
there is no question that the original organizas
tion was very largely Presbyterian in charac-
ter—and most historians accerd to the church
dull credit for this fact—it is nevertheless
likely that there was a blend of Presbyterians
and independents in the cofigregation, with
the prabable result that its government was
an gdapted form of Presbyterianisn, rather
than the strictly ‘constituted type, t\lsn after
the retum of Richard Denton to !Cm,lnnd in
1659, some of the ministers by whom the
church was served during the next fifty years
or so were no doubt Congregationalists, whese
influence brought about a further mm‘lnﬁcmon
of the church’s Presbyterian administration.

The greatest distinction of this church from’
the Presbyterian standpeint is the fact that
from (he first it has always borne the mame
Preshyterian. Accordingly, when the church
in 1804 cc!nhralecl the two hundred and fif-
tieth anniversary of its founding by Denton,
the following statement, as quated by Patton,
was made in their published “Souvenir of the
250th Anniversary™: “Our claim is ol that
the Hempstead Church is the oldest Prot-
estant and, presbyterial in form in the
churches of America . . . but that it is the
oldest of the denomination which has always
‘been called by the nime Presbyterian.”

s

A snaLar cLary of priority has been made
for the First Preshyterian Church of Jamaica,
N. Y, which was organized some time prior
to the year 1670. It is known, however, that,
during the first thirty yﬂrs or more, the
church at Jamaiea was served lm-guly by
Congregationalist ministers, and it no doubt
had a large percentage of independents in
its congregation. In 1700 the church called
the Rev. Joha Hubbard to be its pastor, and,
Yeverting to the original character of its for-
mation, vated that he should he ordained “in
the Presbyterian way,”

MacDonald, in his “History of the Prese
byterian Church of Jamacia, L. 1.,” Jabors to*
show (hat the Jamaica church is the oldest
existing Presbyterian church in America. Yet »
Vesey, an Episcopalian minister in New York
city about the beginning of the eighteenth
century, speaks of the church as one of the
Scotch independents Even MacDonald, fur-
ther along in his history, concedes, as Dr.
Bowen points out in “Makemicland Memo-
tials,” that George Macnish is ta be regarded
as the “father of {he Presbyterian church on
Long Island.”” George Macnish, however, was
one of (he ministers brought to America in
1705 by Francis Makemie; he first served
the Manokin Presbyterian Church on the
Maryland Eastern Shore for six years and
did not go to Long Island until 1711. It was
not until after Macnish had become its
pastor that the church came into connection
with the presbytery which had been formed
in 1705-6.

A
IN THE EARLY RECORDS of all the colonies the
designations “independent” and “Presbyte-
tian” are so frequently used interchangeably
and synonymously that, when a congregation
is spoken of as the one or the other, it is
difficult to know which was its predominant
character, Likewise, when a refercnce is made
to a minister as a Presbyterian or independ-
ent, it cannot dlways be determined, without
mure. information about him, to which de-

1y to their own d con=
victions, began a mxgratmn from New Eng-
Iand into the Dutch province of New Yorlk
and into New Jersey, Before the'end of that
century, records show the existence of a num-
ber of well-establish dent or Pres-

ion he really belonged. And this is*
t}xe fact which makes the early history of
Presbyterianism in our land so confusing and
renders it impossible to be certain that, be-
fore Makemie’s day, there were any churches

byterian congregations (varieusly referred to
by cumcmpnmrics under both names) in both
of these provinces, On Long Island especially
several churches which were slmng{y Presby-
terian in constituency and organization were
founded during this period. Of these latter,
thie twe most notable were at Hempstead and
Jamaica.

The Rev. Kichard Denton bad come to

i

in Amcrica of Simon-pure Presbyterian or-

. e

IowWEVER, during a period of twenty years
or more just preceding the coming of Make-
mie, 2 new'influx of Presbyterian stock, of
the purest quality, had been making its
appearence in some of the more Southern
colonics” In the mother countries renewed
and brutal perseculion caused bands of Scotch
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and Scotch-Irisk to seck sheller in the New
World. These seltled principally in Maryland,
on the Elizabeth river in Virginin, where now
stands the city of Norfolk, and in the two
Carolinas,

e

I MARYLAND there are indications that some
of these new settlers had early found a home
in the region west of the Chesapeake. In
1669 Matthew Hill, one of (he 2,000 dissent-
ing ministers who had been ejected from
their pulpits in England (a Presbyterian by
preference), was residing in Charles county.
There is no evidence of a church having been
planted by him, however. In 1690 (seven
years after Makemie’s arrival in America)
Nathaniel Taylor, a Presbyterian minister,
was serving as pastor a congregation “com-
posed ‘largely of independents—though said
to have heen formed originally of Fifeshire
Scotchmen—at Upper Marlboro, on the Pa-
tuxent.

It is appareat, however, that most of the
TPresbyterian selllers who came to Maryland
established residences on the southern East-
e Shore—along the Pocomoke,.and at the
heads of the Manokin and Wicomico rivers.
Here they crected meeting houses, probably
at first only rude frame or log.structures.
Here they assentbled their congregations for
l\urshxp according to the Presbyterian order,
in so far as circumstances made it possible
for them to do so.

There is little evidence Lhal nny of these
companies of immigrants brought with them
to America ministers of thelr own faith. For
the most part they were dependent upon
itinerant. ministers who, at infrequent intes-
vals, journcyed from place to place through-
out the colonics, and upon the -services of
some of theie own elders, for the rngular
maintenance of their worship. - -

FA
THE FOLLOWING {5 a curioud réc
books™ of ‘Somerset county—ini

on the
date of

1672—of an-action by the grand 'jury ap- .

pointing a “Mr, Matix" (probably meant for
Maddux) to preach at four points in the
county :

It ie. the opinlon of .ux grund jurors that
sermon be taught four several places in
e connly —viz: one the Brst
at ile house of Mr. Willinn Stevens, at
Focomoko; one the second Suuday, at
the, house ‘of Daniel Custis, in Annanes-
sox’; one, the thivd Sunday, at the honse
of Chrisiopher Nutter, n \lmukln: anil
one the fourlh Sunday, at (he humc of
Thomas Ree, ot '\Vlwmlw Aml it is onr
tesire that Mr, Matix should here predch.

£
TROBABLY Lhis is the only instance on record
in America of any minister—olher than a
member of the Established Church, at Jeast—
having been appointed by a grand jury to
preach:. Who Mr, Muddux was, and whether
he was ordained minister or only a ruling
dlder,-is not known, But as the foreman of
that jury was a Scotchman, and several other
members of it were dissenters—as also some
of the places mentioned where scrvices were

STATUE TO FRANCIS MAKEMIE

ONE OF THE MAKEMIE CHURCHES:

to be held were points where Presbytedan
churches were later organized—it is probable
that he was a Presbyterian.

Such, then, in brief review, was the general
status of Presbyterianism in America upon
the coming of Francis Makemie. Older Pres-
byterian elements in existence throughout the
land were mixed in congregations with inde~
pendents, dnd the mult was lhnL \Iu.-lr
churches were

behalf of the -Presbyterians in America; for
when (in 1682) re reccived his ordination by
presbytery he set out at once for this con-
tinent.

Makemie arrived at Rehaboth prabably in
the spring of 1683. And as a congregation of
Preshyterian worshipers alrcady existed there
it has scemed logical to assume that the first
I‘[,'[esbylcrmn church to bc formally organized

Preshylerian and again at other times vrer:
predummnnli) independent, The newer Pm-
byterian sfock, on the other hand, i

was at R
cession, however, he must have visited the
other Jocalities near by where other Preshy~

i both. In quick suc-

of relatively small communities ase\alcd in
large degree from each other, These settlers
kept up as best they could the Presbylerian
forms of worship, though necessarily without
completed organizations, 1

No doubt all of these various Presbyterian
folk were longing at this time for a leader
who could” establish their organizations more
firmly and through whom their widely sep-
arated congregations would eventually be
brought into presbyterial afiiliation with one
another, Probably it was logical to expect
that the province of Maryland, with its broad
policy of religious toleration, should provide

_the doorway. through which the acganizer of

American Presbyterianism should enter the
Jand. It should be of large significance also,
in view of the fact that the Anglican Church
had been in so great a degree the instrument
of bitter persecution of dissenters, that it was
through the invitation of an adherent of that
church that this founder of the American
Presbyterian Church came to these shores,
e

N 1665—one year before the county of
Somerset was organized—Col. William Ste-
vens had patented a large plantation on the
west bank of the Pocomoke river, which he
called Rehoboth (“There is room™), and on
which he built his home, In the years that

" followed he became one of the outstanding *

leaders of his county. He was a member of
the Governor's Council, and was judge of the
court of Somerset county. Though a vestry-
man of the Episcopal (Church of England)
parish in his community, he was singularly
btoad-minded for his day, and was not only
‘olerant, but cordial toward members of other
faiths. He had invited George Fox, the
Quaker, to hold services at his house. -

When the néw Presbyterian immigrants
camé into his locality as neighbors, he prof-
fered to them the use of his home as a meet-
ing place for their congregations, and in 1680
he wrole to the Preshytery of Laggan, in the
province of Ulster, Jreland, requesling that
they send ministers to care for their flocks.

- Sk

WIEN THIS LETTER was read before Laggan
Presbytery there happened to be present a
young man who was nearing the completion
of his coursc of preparation for the Preshy-
terian ministry. He was Trancis Makemie,
a native of Ramelton, in the county of Dene-
gal, Ireland. He had received his education
at the University of Glasgow and he was at
that time about 22 years of age, Hc must

have been strongly stirred by the appeal in

terian were tomed to as-
semble, and where—with the full authority
with which he had unquestionably been ine
vested by presbytery—he constituted them
inte regular Presbylerian churches.

£ .
THE EXACT DATES and the order of organiza-
tion of these churches can only be conjec-
tured, as the churches possess no records of
their own of the first decades of their history.
It is'generally believed that the minutes of
the sessions of the fiest churches were lost
when the residence -of the Rev. William
Stewart, in Princess Anne, was destroyed
by fire some time prior to 1734—Mr. Stewart
being at the time paslor of the Manckin. Re-
Toboth and Wicomico churches. Random ref-
erences to the churches in Somerset county
records and from other sources fumish a
framework of information about them, how-
ever, and historians feel that they have very
solid grounds for their conclusions that they
reccived their full organfzation in the year
1683—the year of Makemie's arrival in
America. At any rate, out of the recordless
shadows of those carly years have emerged
churches concerning whose Simon-pure Pres-
byterianism there has never been any ques-
tion, cven to this day.

The first building ¢f the Rehoboth church
is believed to have been located a little far-
ther down the river than the present site.
But, in 1706, a second edifice was erccted—
of brick—and (his is the structure that con-
tinues in use by the congregation to the pres-
ent, being considered the oldest Presbylerian
church building now existing in America.

The Snow Hill Church, whose claim lo
priority of organization has rivaled closely
that of Rchoboth, has the distinction of hav-
ing been (he first Presbyterian church in
America known to have prosecuted in duc
form a call for a pastor before an American
presbytery. This was in 1707, \'hen a call

MANOKIN AT PRINCESS ANNE

probably in the Iate summer of (he year 1683
—visited the colony of Prcsl)ylcrnn disgent~
ers on the Elizabeth river, in Virginia, and
journeyed also into the Carolinas. Relurning
to the Efizabeth river scction in the fall of
that year, he apparently eslablished his home
there for the next few years, while he minis
tered 1o the congregation in that locality.
X
IN THE MEANTIME the Rov. William Trail,
who was the stated clerk of the Preshytery
of Laggan at the time Col. William Stevens'
letter was received, had also, in 1684, come
to America and was serving the church al
Rehoboth. Contemporancously with him, &
Thomas Wilson and.a Samuel Dayis, both
inist passibly bers of
L:|gg1n Presbytery also—had rome to the
Maryland Eastern Shore, where for many
years they ministered as pastors of the
Manokin and Snow Hill churches, respecs
tively.
" By 1689, however, records of Accomac

, counly, Virginia, show that Makemi. was re«

siding on a plantation of his own on the
Matchatank river, on the Virginia Eastern
Shore. And as William Frail recrossed the
Atlantic to become the pastor of the Presby-
terian church in Borthwick, Scotland, in 1590,
Makemie became at this time, apprently, the
pastor of the chureh at Rehoboth, continuing
this relation Lo it until his death in 1708,

The affection which he came to bear to-
ward (his congregw\\un—has conCeded  first
church urg:mlulmn in Americi—is revealed
in the fact that in his will he hequeathed to
them a lot which he owned in Rehohoth, ad-
joining the church, slating thal it was to be
“for the ends and use of a Preshyterinn con-
gregation, as if T were personally prosent, and
Lo theic successors forever, amd hone clse,
but lo such of the same persuasion in mat=
ters of religion.”

ke

As TrE number of congregations in the colo-
nies multiplied, Makemie, who was passion-
ately devoted to the principles of & pure
Presbyterian order, becamie the leader in a

to lete the ination's
organization. A foundation having heen faid
in his own strictly constituted organizatjons,
a small group of carnest men assembled, at
his invitation, in the new Presbyierian church
on ngh (nuw Market) street, near Secand,

was presented (o the recently Pres-
bylery of Philadelphia for lh: pastoral serv-
ices of the Rev. John Hampton.

“The Manokin Church, at Princess Anne, is
the only other one of the original Makemic
churches—besides Rehoboth—whese present
‘building extends hack to the Celonial period.
the edifice now in use having heen erected
in 1763, though enlarged and improved in
more recent years.

™

AFTER HAVING VISITED and preached among
these congregations on the Maryland Eastern
~Shore, and having established their churches
-upon a full ecclesiastical basis, Makemie—

in Philadelphia, and the ﬁrsL, bytury o
America was ﬂl’l,?ll'ﬂlri'd
This was in 1703 or 1706, and the (radition
s that Makemic was-the preshytery’s first
moderator, Other congregations entered into
the membership of this preshylery, so that,
by 1717, it had grown to such proportions
that four presbyterics were created, and the
first synod in America was formed. This
synod, in turn, developed into the first Gen-
eral Assembly, which was constituted in 1788,
Thus did Francis Makemie begin the con-
structive waork of organizing Presbylerianism
-in America, and thus is he acclaimed the
founder of the Amcrican Presbylerisn de-
pomination as it is known Loday.
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