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Society w1]l repair 100-year-old fence

SANFORD — The Francis
Makemie Society recently
voted to repair and re-
install the wrought iron
fence that was placed
around the Francis
Makemie statue in the
Francis Makemie
Monument Park in Sanford
over 100 years ago.

The fence protected the
statue and its pedestal from
the time of its dedication on
May 14, 1908, until its
removal in 1996 for repair
of the statue. The Chairman
of the Board of Directors,
the Rev. Donald Rising,
urged approval of the
project.

For over 15 years, the
fence awaited repair and
restoration and that day
came  recently
members removed the vine
and briar covered fence
from woods behind the
farm of William Lewis on
Saxis Road to a member’s
yard in Onancock.

Following a  careful
examination by an expert in
the repair of historical cast
iron fences, the local firm
Art A, Metal Inc.
pronounced the fence as
restorable and in
remarkable condition for
its age. The board of
directors unanimously
approved a restoration
project at a total cost for
repair, state-of-the-art
preservative painting and
installation of $6,000.

Help is urgently needed
and the public is invited to

when

Makamie Monument

near Pocomoke City, Maryland

The Francis Makemie Soaety voted to repair and re-install the wrought iron fence that was
placed around this Francis Makemie statue in the Francis Makemie Monument Park in
Sanford over 100 years ago.

send tax-exempt donations
to the Francis Makemie
Society, PO. Box 361,
Sanford, Va. 23426. Any
contribution, no matter how
small is needed to complete
this historically important
project. Please note “Fence
Project” on the donation.
Francis Makemie, a
colonial minister, organized
and served as the first

moderator of the first

American Presbytery,
which met in Philadelphia
in 1706. This was the first
inter-colony religious body

free of European control
and was an early influence
upon a free and united
nation, earning Makemie
recognition as the Father of
organized Presbyterianism
in America. In 1707,
Makemie was arrested by
the colonial governor of
New York for preaching
without a license. After
spending 6 weeks in jail,
Makemie was acquitted
after arguing his own case.

The board of directors
also received reports on the
exciting, ongoing

archeology effort at the
Monument Park
supervised by the Virginia
Department of Historical
Resources; on the
installation of a new sign at
the entrance to the
Monument Park; on the
new website www.francis-
makemiesociety.org; and on
an updated membership list
of 96 members.
Membership is open to the
public. Cail Mark Fisher at
757-824-5514 or the Francis
Makemie Society, P.O. Box
361, Sanford, Va. 23426.



