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MAKEMIE PARK - An archaeological dig under the direction of the Virginia Department of 
Natural Resources resulted in interesting findings for its sponsor, the Francis Makemie 
Society. David Hazzard, a state archaeologist, supervised five members of the society in 
excavating three locations at the Francis Makemie Park in Sanford. 
 
Hazzard regards the Francis Makemie park as a valuable unexplored source of 17th century 
history. Beginning around 1698, Francis Makemie lived on a 1,000-plus acre track of land on 
what is known today as Holden's Creek and was buried there in 1708. The dig was on the 
three acres owned by the Presbyterian Historical Society, which is cared for by the local 
Francis Makemie Society. The dig conducted April 26-28, excavated a well that yielded clay 
pipe parts, animal bones, pottery shards and period bricks, which are helpful to the trained 
eye of the State Archaeological to extrapolate significant findings. Another location confirmed 
the existence of a clamshell mortar and brick foundation of an early structure that will be 
further excavated in the next dig. There is interest in revealing the entire foundation for 
eventual public viewing to help understand the historical significance of Francis Makemie and 
his home place. The third excavation did not reveal any gravesites in the long desired goal and 
effort to pinpoint the exact burial spot of the renowned historical figure Francis Makemie in 



order to erect appropriate markers upon the grave. The society is clearing brush and weeds to 
expand the area in which to search for the graves. Hazzard believes the exact gravesites will 
be located in time. A society goal is to give proper recognition to the life and work of 17th 
century minister, Francis Makemie. Makemie organized and served as the moderator of the first 
American Presbytery, which met in Philadelphia in 1706. Francis Makemie is recognized as 
the Father of organized Presbyterianism in America. Individuals or groups interested in 
volunteering to help of the next archaeological dig can contact Mark Fisher 757-824-5514 or 
any society member. Membership in the society is open to the public. Contact the Francis 
Makemie Society, care of Mary. T. Gladding, Treasurer, 25317 Jolly's Neck Road, Withams, 
Va. 23488. (Source - Eastern Shore News, 1 June 2011) 


