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Artifacts Are Window into Life and Lifestyle of Francis Makemie

Submitted Article and Photos

The Francis Makemie Seciety conduct-
ed a four-day archaeological dig in early
December at the home place of Francis
Makemie, the Eastern Shore’s 17th cen-
tury religious leader and founder of orga-
nized Presbyterianism in America.

Under the direction of Dr: Jason Bor-
oughs, formerly a professor of archaeology
at Salisbury University and currently re-
search archeologist at George Washington's
Mount Vernon, volunteers dug 10-foot and
five-foot square units in various locations
at Makemie Park on the Francis Makemie

home site. The Eastern Shore Chapter of
the Archaeclogical Society of Virginia sup-

Fitz Godwin, chairman of the Francis
Makemie Society, said an abundance of arti-
facts continues to be found that tell the sto-
1y of the renowned 17th century theologian.
Godwin also introduced Dr: Beverly Straube
to the Francis Makemie Society and to the
dig. Straube is an expert on 17th century ar-
tifacts and a fellow of the Society of Antiquar-
ies in London, England; founding member of
Jamestown Rediscovery; and consultant to
the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation.

Scenes from a recent am]:leologlcal dig at the Francis Makemie homesite.
At left, a member of the team searches for artifacts while sifting dirt from
the dig sites. At right, participants examine one of the dig sites.

Straube identified English black flint
for black powder guns, ceramics, early
wrought iron nails, window glass and an
array of other artifacts previously dug from
the Makemie site. The Francis Makemie
Society washed the artifacts under the su-
pervision of a former student of Borroughs,
Violet Margarita-Goldkamp. Straube and
used the social hall of Emmanuel Episco-
pal Church near the dig site as a staging

area. The goal of the dig was to understand
household items found and to “cross-mend”
the broken shards and display side-by-side
with an intact piece, a technique known as
parallelism. Promoting knowledge of Fran-
cis Makemie is the ultimate goal.

The Francis Makemie Society is
non-profit organization. To find out more
or to support the work of the society, go to
www.francismakemiesociety.org

Kiptopeke State Park wants
Christmas trees to help protect the
coastlines and boardwalk. Starting
Monday, Dec. 26 through Tuesday,
Jan. 10, drop off natural Christmas
trees from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The purpose of this project is for dune
stabilization around one of the exist-
ing boardwalks and to help restore the
sand that was washed away by coastal
storms. This project also aims to reduce
further erosion along the beach.

The trees will be strategically placed

KiptoPEKE WANTS YOUR CHRISTMAS TREES

to catch sand blown by the wind allow-
ing dunes to grow around the trees.
Over the years, the pine trees that are
underneath the sand decompose and
=zand dunes remain. Dunes play a vital
role in protecting coastlines, property
and act as a protective barrier.

Trees should be dropped off at the
beach next to the bathhouse. A sign will
be placed in this area indicating where
to place trees. Remove all tinsel prior to
delivery. For more information, please
call the park at T57-331-3402.




