
Park rededicated with new statue of famed preacher 

 
BY JENNIFER CORDING 
 
SANFORD — Ninety-three years after the original dedication of Makemie Monument Park, a 
crowd gathered here Saturday to rededicate the park and a new bronze replica of the Francis 
Makemie statue placed at the site in 1908. 
 
"We gather today to honor a brother in Christ ... a devout missionary who defied those who 
would put boundaries and limits on how God's Word is proclaimed and how the faithful 
should worship." said the Rev. Harry Crandall, rector of Hungars Episcopal Parish. 
 
Makemie, a minister who left his native Ireland in 1683 to preach in the American colonies, 
is recognized today as the father of organized Presbyterianism in America and who started the 
first Presbyterian congregation in Onancock over 300 years ago. 
 
An outspoken supporter of religious freedom, Makemie was jailed several times for his beliefs. 
He died in 1708 at his home near the monument site on Holden's Creek and is believed to be 
buried nearby. 
 
The original Makemie statue was removed from the remote site several years ago after 
vandals defaced it. The granite statue now stands at the Francis Makemie Presbyterian Church 
in Accomac. 



 
According to organizers, 150-200 people came from Norfolk, Philadelphia, Wilmington, Del., 
Chesapeake and Virginia Beach, as well as from the Eastern Shore of Virginia and Maryland. 
 
Several local and state politicians, including Del. Robert Bloxom, 1st District Rep. JoAnne 
Davis of Virginia and state Sen. Stoltzfus of Maryland, also attended the ceremony.   
 
Following a congregational rendition of "My Country, Tis of Thee," the hymn sung at the 1908 
ceremony, Davis addressed the crowd. Calling religious freedom a "pillar of democratic 
thought," she told the crowd: "We can't afford to take our religious freedom for granted. 
(Makemie) fought for freedom and if we don't stand and fight for that freedom, we may lose it." 
 
The keynote speaker was the Rev. Dr. A. Purnell Bailey, retired minister and Sanford native. For 
over 50 years, Bailey has written the syndicated column "Our Daily Broad" and is a well-known 
author. 
 
Bailey said there were three sources of inspiration during his childhood: the local school-house, 
his Pocomoke church and the Makemie monument at the park where his family picnicked. 
 
Because it was the only monument in the community, Bailey said he wondered as a child about 
the man who inspired it. "He was a third of the inspiration of my youth. 
 
"How grateful I am, and you ought to be, that this (statue) which disappeared for a while has now 
come back in such excellent fashion so that people can gather and remember that the very 
religious freedom that you have in all of our churches stems so much from (Francis Makemie)." 
said Bailey. 
 
Other participants were the Rev. David Parke, pastor of Rehoboth Presbyterian Church in 
Rehoboth, Md., which is the oldest Presbyterian Church in America: Margery Sly, deputy 
director of the Presbyterian Historical Society in Philadelphia; Maury Enright, pastor of 
Pocomoke and Pittsville United Methodist Churches and secretary/treasurer of The Francis 
Makemie Society; and the Rev. Frank Wiggins of St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Onley. 
 
Makemie Monument Park is west of Temperanceville on Route 695. Saxis Road, about six miles 
west of U.S. Route 13.  Reach Jennifer Cording at beacon@intercom.net  (Source: Eastern Shore 
News, Wednesday, 23 May 2001) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Rededication Photos 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


